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ANCIENT SKILLS . &. WISDOM REVIBVf 

No. a 

Edited and published by Paul Screeton, 

nTHE LEY HUNTER'S GOMPAN!ONttf( 
.ill: PAUL DEVER.EUX & IAN LS 
THOMSO'N (Thames & -Hudson, (� 

£6-50) .J) 5 Egton Drive, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool, 
Cleveland,- TS25 2AT. Single copies srp, 
inc. postage and packing; four-issue 
subscription £2. Cheques/P.O.s to be made 
out to P. Screeton. 

If your sub expires with this issue a 
cross will appear on the line below: 

******************************************* 

Never was a book more heeded 
than this one and the concept 
and ambience are perfect. The 
flavour of ley hunting and the 
necessary prerequisites are 
given clearly and with a loving 
but guidihgly strict hand. 
Taking notice of sceptics and 
detractors -- and ably demol­
ishing criticism along the way 

-- the current state of ley hunting is presented with breathtaling fluidity and 
a necessary updating of the subject is splendidly undertaken. 

Alfred Watkins, the founder of ley· hunting is acknowledged throughout, though 
befittingly leys he ascertained which did not fit the strict criteria of the 
current writers are noted. VIa tkins wrote a book in · �927 which was a manual for 
ley hunting in its day. Donald Maxwell in the Thirties and John Michell in the 
late Sixties, particularly with "The View Over A tlantis", popularized this out­
door hobby which fallen into period of doldrums. Michell certainly caught the 
mood of the times and his espousal of the cause had the effect d� boosting my 
enthmsiasm and led to publication in �974 of "Quicksilver Heritage,, the first 
modern analysis of ley theory and a "package deal" incorporating UFOs and 

'-' 

psychic subjects seemingly interrelated. My manual ·was designed for obsolescence 
and my encouragement of subscriptions to "The Ley· Hunter11, which I had ressurrected 
and edited, in a sense was both boosting sales of my book and equal�y taking the 
subject further and equally making a follow-up a necessity as fresh information 
was generated. 

An indication of broadening publishing horizons was a letter from James Hughes 
(dated May ll, �976), in which he made me an extraordinary offer I'm too modest. 
to mention. However,_ i� related to a ley books series. I was in the process of 
handing over the ea.i:torship of ''The Ley Hunter" to Paul Bevereux and took the 
opportlimity of directing·. his enthusiasm towards PaUl Devereux. The scope 
envisaged has been compressed, but the Devereux & Thomson book is a gem. 

I have great admiration for the output of Thames & Hudson and reckon they are 
on a winner here. Devereux deserves to receive the accolade as the best ley 
hunter in Britain after this and he and Thomson should have Ley Hunting Olympics 
medals for theor sterling physical work to produce the 40 leys here. I 
accompanied them on ley N4 ., .I had cycled 50 miles· the. day befc?r·e (lboking for 
the site of a tree which had simulacra -- but that's an6::..:;her story) and wn.s 
somewhat exhausted. The published comme� about 11adverse weatber suddenly 
setting inn plus becoming wearied was no joke. Naturally I enjoyed the day, but 
it indicates - that ley hunting. "Mri be tough at times·..:...:. like ·any pursuit of a 
physical or mental nature. 

As for the quality of the leys described, the y certainly seem well judge� to 
give good versions and to encourage the enthusiast to seek fa�ther �field. Of 
course, the moiorist can equally enjoy driving to to many major points, but 
this is no substitute for actually seeking. Those much-maligned treasure 
hunters should try it. So should those who moan at favourite sites becoming 
tourism honey-pots. There are other ways of enjoying the countryside. 

The case studies have all been walked in the field and cover most districts 
of England and Wales (but not Scotalnd and N. Ireland). The sites are well 
described and information given on accessibility (�either as getting into mud 
or the landowner's attitude ). 

The history �f the subject is treated with a knowledgable,concise brevity and 
I was intrigued to learn that Watkins devised his own points system for ley 

• 

• 

' 
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markers,: which is· prese,nteq.. here in the order in which Wa-t;kins. himself decided 
and appeared in the: Old Straight Tra.ck Club folio No. �. Also ·an iru1o�ation by 
the authors is not to condemn what were once called primary leys -- lona distance 
alignments of �00 •iles or more �- but reclass�y ·t�ese as· "geomantic corridorsm. 
The autho.r.s discuss Michell's St Michael Line,.hut seem unaware ·thot, in fact, 
Micllell proposed in 0r1;e somewhat cibscure article three such· national lines lirik-
ing dragon-slaying sites seemed to form a triangle. 

· · 

How to best trace leys is expedited fluenv¥.y and leaves any previous descript­
ion aeons behind. If,after this, archaeologists think we're amateurs and dilettantes 
God help theWJ. As the authors say: "The subject is ·young: the mind must .be· open." 

The paradigms are shifting and with astroarchaeology now acceptable I reckQn ley 
hunting will follovv as an urthodox subject for study ( theoretically it woUld : · 

actually seem the more sound subject-- again another story). As a betting man 
I�d be�_intere.sted to see odds on the Velikovsky contingent's chances for reaching 
acceptance. Yet ley hunters themselves will will be divided here as to whether 
the authors have overstepped themselves by insisting an bringing UFOs so much int•· 
the picture and frame of reference. No pun intended, but where do you draw the line? 

!n my opinion this is an honest book in a market place of p�&giarists, easy shots, 
coffee t4ble fodder, etc., and its minor weak points jsut aren't going ·to get a 
mention here as its point and promise is so ·mohamental. 

As the authors say: "The subject is young: the mind mustt.be.open." 

"THE ANCIENT SCIENCE OF GEOMANCY" ,Ey NIGEL PENNICK (Thames, & H•dson, 
£5-95) 

Maybe· it is a personal perversilty, but I have argued 
ever since becoming involved in earth mysteries studies in 196 9 ·that it is unnecess­
ary to postulate a hierarchical social structure for the extraordinary civil 
engineering· feats. of stone structure development in Britain and throughout the 
world. From the orthodox archaeologists to John Michell on the opposition all seem 
determined to deny that people in a�cient times could nvt have amicably built 
complex structures without having to be eqi.mlly socially structured .• Nigel Pennick, 
likewise·, in his introduction states h,is allegiance to this viev-i'. 

. 

That off my chest, I concur heartily with the remainder of his thesis. Within. the earth mysteries fraternity Pennick has been instrumental in ferreting out much 
almost lost knowledge of not too long .ago from neglected researchers -- both ' 
B'ri tish a·nd German -- and his Ins ti tut6 of Geor;1antic Research and publica tiens ·have 
proved a worthy endrerprise. This book now brings .to a larger.public much of his 
interests �nd forms a valid, wide-ranging and concise introduction �6 geomancy. 

Thi� practice requires explanation and I could hardly i�prove upon Pennick's 
PW.n definition as given in the book: "Geomancy • • • •  may roughly be defined as the 
science of putting htunnn habitats and activities into harm6ny·with the visible 
and invisible world around us, and was at one time universal; and vestiges ·of it 
remain in the landscape, architecture, ritual and folklore of almost all 
countries of the world." 

Pennick naturally sees this as archetypal and the seeking of power points for 
beneficial reasons as the dynamic behind geomancy: that plus the symbolic. 
representation· of the edi£ices erected at the right places • 

. The aweep .
of

. 
geomancy .is broad and encompasses not only topography, hut geometry, 

astrology, astronomy and all expressions of traditional sacred �ow+edge. 

Pennick has marshalled. his material expertly and.presents it in terms easy for 
the +ayman·while covering so broad a.spectrvm and drawing from erudite and .ebscure 
literatur� presents much unfamiliar material for the se'asoned 'student.. r 

Perhaps in order to meet the publishers' specification�. as regards length ·some. 

se'ctions seem: somewhat· truncated (particularly on terrestrial zodiacs wher� the 
author:ho.s co.;...written a major study) and this also may ex.pla:in the .lack of

.
_the 

familiar wry wit to be found in his I.G.R, writings. 
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The geomantic topics �c�s�d include the mathematl.cal areasr·such as orient­

ation and measurement; .ocoul t practises such as div�hation and its·: reflection today 
in-boundary ceremonies;· impartance of the.opphalOs;·terrestr:lal_zodiacs and leys; 
and designs of. churches and ci tie.s �· tin the topic . ·of the. ompha+os: -- the· spiFi tual ... 
centre of a COUntry -- it shows . .  � unchauv:Lnis�ic lack ·of bias ·to se� ·Peniick favours .. 
Oxf'ord rather than his native Cambridge. ?s a Iilajor contender.· I have suggested · 

�por. _Low and Paul Devereux Croft }till, Leicstershireg Any other contenders? 
Modern· planning has been· as sterile as the fo�mer civilis�tions using geomancy 

were · fertile:.,. Restoration of such a balance between nan ar:d landscape in harnony 
will �9� ��.easy, but the ecological movement currently gaining ground'is a hope­
fUl sign�· W,e, have costnologies in collision and a· book such as '1Geomancy''· should 
aid t�ose Willing to cast off the yoke Of d.isbel:B!Ei.!ng amnesiastically in a once 
and _fut�e . s_piri tual eng.ineer�ng .. · 

' . -
' . 

----��------------------------------�-�--�---------�------------�--�--

� ;.. . . . ="PA'l'JIWAY5 TO THE GODS'� .2;y TONY MORRISON (Mich�el Russell, £5-95) 

A travel ·book fuli-:of the explorer's eye for detail and sense ·of place, "Pathways 
to the G-ods''�. is al�o about archaeological ��c.:.omic�l mystery, with a base . 
sufficiently broad to look into spiritual matters and mull over the actions 9f other 
cultures with a,Iilildly sociological and anthropological overview. Morrison is also 
extraordinariliy open-minded and tolerant, for example'he willingly· considers the 
ideas of the Nasca lines as landing strips and though using th� term "li ttl� __ gre.�� 
men" it is without scorn. 

. �. . . 

The book exariiiries· two related S·outh American eni·gmas: the well-publiclzJ;�d-.. N.t:�..�_6a 
lines and the startling straight lines of Boliv�a, whose current connection with 
faded rit1,1al.has exci:ted ley hunters· and given. greater emphasis within-that .study 
to the· original preiilise that the· lines were onc·e actual tracks -- but with. the 
basic my�.tery r_ernaining •

. 

As for the· fi.rst part, it is .a· rational di�cussion 'of the as yet unres'6lved: 
problem· of the Nasca aligrupents, not to mention repres.entations in the de'sert 

.. soil· of va:riotW wildlife such as spider, birds' foxes; lizards' fish 'and a: monkey 
with spiral tall 0r various .. geometrical figures • . It draws upon 40 ·years' work by 
Maria �eiohe., felloyT explorer Duncan Mass on's local knowledge, Paul Kosak' s · · 

origipal "largest as.tronony book ·in the world"·, and Prof. ·G. S o . Hawkins 's enthus­
ia�m, 'hard work, computer programming, guarded specualtio�s and disappointments. . . .... .. .. . .. . . . 

.Wel� :awar·e. from the start the· radiating lines: -::-ather than creature ·figures or 
large cl.ear�d areas -�.were the truly crucial enigma, Mo�risoil also decided their 
she.er precision indicated a s.pecia.l significance o But why? ·urif'o1l::hzlg as· an 
Herme.tic.ally topographical detective novel (at ·one point Hawkins· has '1 twi·s ted · · 

the s'terri of. his· glass with· a Holmesian air") , Morris on calls, ·\lpon Mej:La Xesspe 
who elaborates the religious use ·.of the lines and seeoing antiquity of: . , the phen- ... Oll!enon and . then he is off to Cuzco. All 'stirring stuff and its a pity. 'otl;l_er earth' 
mysteries enthusiasts don' t·· have .t he same cash and contacts at hand �o:· :guide their 
labours. 

However,. the meat of' the book for serious o.l terna ti ve archaeologists' 0has ·to be the 
independent discovery in.Bolivia 'during the 1920s (also the deoade.of Watki.ns's 
rediscovery of leys) of "pathS'' :which converged towards mountain:top, chapels ·with 
cpmp1ete disregard for·roughiless or incline of the ground, crossing .all nanner.of 
·obstacles regardless. It was the account of Dr Alfred Metra.ux, whose anthropological 
work led.him . to make his. surprise finding, which,,was· presented to· the Society· of 
Anerica.nis ts in �95�. . · · 

· · · · · 

·Mor!'ison then· hoped. the Indians themselves �ocld be persuaded ·to answer import­
andt questions, pa�ticularly throughthe. religion .they'were.stiil p�actising. But 
it seems the mp.rch of ''progress" has grossly undermined any such chance. Neverthe-
less, the splendfd pic�ures.are.one of those cases of n picture being_worth �,000 words. 
They sitlply make .�:t pla"fn t'o' the IilOSt stedi'ast sceptic that these lines exist --
and by analogy speak vblUrn.es for· �he case of leys in Bri ta.in and eh3.�where.. · · 
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In addition to greatly enhancing the case for leys, it also enhances.an appre.c-
ia tion ·

of ·the role of places where marikink has sought Gaia. The material. ori ho·ly 
_'Places and .. �h.r.·-:J: .. ·: .-·- i sue . .:.. as trees, caves, gullies and other landmarks adds .a 
topical endorsement;. to John. Michell1 s superb "The Earth Spirit". A hierarchy of 
spirits ·is invoked with regard to sites, but unlike our British folklore this 
relates to living belief. 

The book is written in an easy-flowing conversational and anecdotal manner 
with plen� of local colour, in which concepts such as the emliptic and azi�uths 
are not off-putting to the layman. 

Fidty years ago Donal Maxwe11·r s "Detective in • • • •  "·books of English counties 
introduced many thousands to Alfred Watkins's thesis via a similarly informal yet 
exciting style. Let it be hoped that this book introduces travel book readers to 
the plethora o£ equally interesting earth mysteries books and magazines available� 
But most of all, Mcrrison has shown that more clear�y than ever before that leys 
are universal �.a.::nd timeles � • 

• I .:. � : 
: , . :-�----�---�--�--�----n��---�-----���---

' . •; . 
11 SIMULACRA" � JOHN MICHELL (Thames ! Hudson" -�2-95) 

·-. 

This book-has a splendidly direct and compassionate introduction: 
·"This oook.is intended to r�ass�e those-who· see faces 

and fig\1-I'eS in rock�-, : tr�eS; cloUdS and. damp ··stains ·: -
. on walls. Other people. aiso see. such things, �'and :..:· 

· _· -·. ·J�. _; 
always have dQne.There ar� good reasons why· this 
should be so, and why this natural function of human 
consci<?usness deserves to be moderately ex�rc�sed. I) 

But Michel�-is quick to answer those who would argue for .chance effects and 
_explicable occurrence, by admitting "this subject is tenuous and highly 
mystical.''. It is also highly fascina-t-ing- an-d· for that. reason this book· slioUJ..d 
pro'l(e-popular, either for its sub]ect matter or the .acu:ite observations and· 
stylish writ�ng within the pages,. illustrated by �96 pic�ures·_ of simulacra. Re 
also. shows a quirky humour when co�menting: 11tovers, with their usu�l 

· · 

unoriginality, are wont to compare their mistrees' ear to·a· shell• A more 
rEfal��tic hna:ge·is ear fungus (Au±icUlaria auricu�a) �hich grows on the elder 
tl;'.�e." 'r;.· t ; "  •• . .  

·Suhtitled "Faces and Figures in Nature", by showing excellent pictures of rock 
headS; spontaneouS u.s. presidents, portraits of Jesus Christ,. vegetable animals, 
the· death 1 s head·� symbol, terrestrial zodiacs, and much mo:re Michell,- shows 
uv6-lution is not how Darwin believed it as a response to external i�·J,.arencea, 
b�t is created by archetypal l�eforms giving rise to variegated struct�es seen 
i� th� natural world and which change according to the genius loci _and 
environmental character. 

It· is a book where the physical is seen to reflect th� me-taphysiqal and.Michell 
uses the vision of the poet Antonin Artaud, who was regarded as crazy, as a 
lynch pin. That the form of nature encqdi£y the secrets 9f creation will be 
acceptable to most reasonable persons. Many scholars of �rehistory ha-ye suspected 
anthropomorphic characters staring at them out of menhirs. Mrs Mollie Carey, a 
Wiltshire lady, has made almost a life's work cf this aspect and shown me around 
a hundred photographs from her collection·�f cases whe:re she believes forms can 
be seen -- particularly at Avebury ana S tonehenge (at S tonghenge visitmrs were 
more interested in_her conclusions than those of Prof._R.J.C. Atkinson, .. and it 
was her autograph _they asked for). 

Another aspect -is :the face in tree bark syndrome. I saw a photograph_.taken many 
years ago in Trimdon, County Durham, of two children at the Fairy Tree� Two faces 
appeared above the· children;· one seemingly o-f the Devil -ahd the other Jesus 
Christ. The c�ild·below the Devil portrait had benn a "bad 'unn and the other 
groWn. up law abiding and· someone to be proud of., On Bob Dylan '- s album "John · 
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Wesley Harding11 rumour. has l t faces of··_the Rolling Stones appear in the· bark 
behind the singer. �·o get out your battered copy and check it out • • • •  •·· •• --;. 

·· Michell ·has· been collecting these pictures for ·many years ·and sm�:;e have already 
a ppe-are a in "The Fanatic n and "That Great Cock • • • •  '' , and it is a pity .mo�e of his 
phallic collection (displayed to good use in the l atter. publ:Lcation) had not been 
published here. 

It ·is a charning; humorous and sensitive work with. great value and one which sh ould 
help redress sooe of the damage done by the materialistic and �ga� D�in. 

Iri conclusion, Michell is -liable to have persuaded the most hardened sceptic 
that his 'series of . pictmrial evidence_· a,nd aphorisms of traditional philos_ophy .. 
create a more viable standpoint for obs�rving nature than any Medieaval literalistic 

· -�cio�trine ·of.· signatures or protective mimicry. 
�--------- � ----------------------------� ----�-

THE LEY HUNTER. Senior and best earth mysteries magazine and this year celebrat­
ing ten years nf continuous publication. Six-issue subscription: U.K. £5; �ver­
seas £4-50 (inc. airmail and exchange commission). From The Ley Hunter, P.O. Box 
152, London N10 lEP. No.· 86. Philip Heselton has produced a lengthy and detailed 
condensed summary of · the talks given at Moot '79 held in GlastonburY over !a June 
week-end, with photographs of prominent speakers. Jimmy G�ddard also writes up a 
pieue onttis thoughts regarding that event. There is an extended readers' forum 
providing a pot-pourri of letters, viewpoints; anticles, miniatilre articles and 
items of information, r0pics are extremely varied'ranging from·music and stone 
circles, strange happenings at Upper Heyf�rd USAF air base, John Sharkey commen­
ting on Arabian st�nes, O:X:rordsh�re ·leys, St Adhelm, healing methods-, green 
children, Argyll cup and ring marks,. Yorkshire moat ring, a stonemason's 
observations, electrostatisc and leys, the rights of ramblers, a_nq._Dr E.C'! _Krupp 
and John Glover going a couple of rounds. ·: 

· .. 
. . . 

NORTHERN EAR'J'H MYSTERIES GROUP NEWSLETTER. Just what· it says. The varied mem­
bers who have come together after a suggestion by Brian Larkrnan have held a · 

couple �r.·m�e:tings and bave reasonably ambitious plans. Former T.L.H. edit0r 
Philip_ Hesel ton is editing· tl:;w ·modest bulletin. I dori' t know how open to out­
siders it is; but those .receiving newsletters are asked to contribute £1 for 5 
or 6 issues. His adaress is 61 Clumber Street, Hull, HU5 3RH. · No. 1� Introduction 
to the group and report nn first meeting plus articles by Guy Ragland Phillips 
on an approach to the E.M. field;-Ka�h.ryn Jane Preston sees most English terrest-

-rial zodiacs vn a great circle; Brian Larkman discusses his art related to E. Mo; 
and Sam Brewster·seeks a shrine a�d seeks readers' help� A fine start, Philip. 
No.· 2·:.! Report r >n second meeting; .. jc·hn Billingsley on his .approaches. to E.M. 
work; report of Leeds E.M. con,f,erence; plans for next meeting and miscellany. 

LANTERN. The mag of East Ailglian mysteries. Published by The Borderline Science 
Investigation Group. Q. Annual sub. £1. From Ivan Bunn; 3 Dunwich Way, Lowes­
toft, NR52 4RZ. No. 27. Main two articles are o� Norwich. Michael Burgess 
appraises the beliefs of -Percy Nash vn the geomancy of Norwich and Ivan A�W. 
Bunn continues · the tale of "Old -Blun,9-erhazard". An insert is the useful ·and 
lively SPELLTHORN· No. 5 by -Ea�t.Su:Cfolk and Norfolk Antiquarians. Plus snippets 
such · as an attacking. owl, Suffolk witchcraft, and review of Devereux and 

· 

Thomson' s "The Ley- Hunter's Com.panion".. . ·· -

STONEHENGE VIEWPOINT. Newspaper style magazine of archaeology, astronomy, geology 
and real ted arts and sciences. B. From U.K� agent Kay Thomson, Stonehenge Viewpoint, 
:P.o. Box 152, Londoh.N1o·· 1EP� No. 50. R.w.· Sherlock speculates that tumuli ·could 
ha�e been used for sunrise/sunset observation and viewing points can be deduced 
from the angle of repose of material used; editor Donald. _Cyr follows this with a 
commentary of · ·his own on "Sighting Geometry"; .Dr Thomas J • . Ma:x:well .excellently 
rebuts the claim for .. pre .... C-..lumbian maize in Sou;th .A'sia and con,�equent · dif:fusion­
ist problems; Paul K�rlsson Johnson on Sir Bedwyr; and Cyr als:o. writes on the 
restoration of s:tones 57 and 58 at Stonehenge; Druids; and U.S.o megalithic sites 
(portions having been his contribution to the talks at the 1979 Glastonbury Moot. 



6. 
PENDRrtGON. Journal of The Peridrago·n Society. __ Q • .  Ari,nual·. sub., including journal 

. for year, £2-�0. Society' s aims are to stimulate- interest in and investigate the 
a�chaeology and history of. the Arthuri§.n period and the Matter of Britain and 
other related material. Autumn, 1979. Motley Edition (their nomenclature) and 
includes incomprehensible to me second part of a David Stringer piece; plus 
Charterhouse dig; Peter Ratazzi on-magic squares .andorn.ament; miscellaneous 
items covering Mystery Hill, Stonehenge, magazine reviews, fiction reviewed, 
readers' letters and odds ' n' sods. · 

"THE VALLEY OF THE WHITE LEAVED. OAK" .E;y James 
McKay (Torsdag Publtcations, 2 Clifford H?use, 
Portland S�reet, Hereford, HR4 9JE. 50p inc 
postage) 

• Those who have read John· Michell·' s 
"City.0f Revelation" may recali his mysterif'us · 

note.: on how the· denizens of Whi teleaved Oak 
were reluctant to speak openly-of their neigh­
bourhood; a point.with a special geomantic/ 
geometrical significance. McKay, however, had 
written uf it 100 years agq_,_ .and publisher 
H4C. Harpe� gives a brief introcuction to his 
short desc�iption of the intriguing valley. · 

McKay certainly ha.d a vivid irriagination and 
first evokes the secret and brooding quality 
of his place and then ·populates it. with DrUids· 
involving thems elves in a rite. He wr-i.te s of 
the prophe.tic quality of.: an Q.?k with wpi te­
spntted leaves and other tree lore_·. lt is a 
piec.e of evoca -t;i ve pr9s.�. _ 

.. Though a very slim volume limited·. tb ·250 
copies, it is well worth suppor.ting, ·not 
least because Qll proceeds go �awards the 
worthy Dragon Project, monitoring· earth 
energies at the Rollright Stones. 
• • • • • • • • • ·• • • • • • • • � • • • •' • o • • • � •. • •" • • • • • • •' • •· • o e o o o o  

NEvV ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 
.

RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATION JOURNAL. Q. From 4 
Smith Street, Sal Trento politely 
but firmly def�nds his "!fhe Sear eh 
f�r Lost America" against the 
critique by John J. Murphy; Trento 
also writes knowledgably on stone 
chambers and root cellars; Jon 
Douglas Singer writes on Mid-Wes; 
stone forts (cont. No. 51); Mar-

. jorie.R. Kling presents new evid­
.ence for the Bat Creek-Canaanite . . . 
ins cript1on;· Andrew ·E. Rothovius 
review:s ·Margaretta S. ·Handke '·s 
book on petroglyphs and a s-ummat-

.. ion. 0rl. ancient .Vermont . by U.K. 
. Celtic scholars Anne Rl"'ss and 
.� Peter Reynolds; plus ·Amerind and 

alignment findings. No. 51. Major 
item is illustrated account of 

· stone sites in the Taconic land­
scape with :lnteres.tirig speculat­
ion on geomantic and �ey-type 
f'ea tures ·. to ple�s e a;Ll topograp­
hers ; a bored academic' � bogus 
·inscription ··spouf; and A.V Man­
aila's iileass on 'Mystery Hill and 
Dacian Celts· co�clud.ed.. ¥***::<*** 

"FENG SHUI" .£y E.J •. Eitel (Pentacle-.B_ooks, _ 6 Perry Road, :Bristol, £2-50). 
"FENG SHUI AND THE CHINESE HOUSE" J2;y Heleila ..!£!!· Poseck (Insti�ute of ·Geomantic 

Resea�ch, Occasional Paper, No. 14, 50p + postage) 
"THE GEO MANCY OF KWANHSIEN RIVER 'SYSTEM" � James Hutson. (I.G.R., O.P. 15, 55p+) 

BOB RICKARD writes .· (taken from-review in T. L. H. No. 51):
. 

Clearly· if we 
. 
are to 

Dake further progress 'in UQderstanding the forces our a;cestors manipulated r . . . . 
through their .geo�ancy, much more work will have.to be .done .on the Chinese systems, 
and symbolism. The qxagon, so�etimes paired with.the tiger, or the.Feng ph<Jenix,. 
is with those two, and the tortoise part of the . primary symbolism of' T��-is t 
alchemy,. There are, of course, many other composite forms such as the Ke-lin 
(uriicorn) and the dragon-horses, dragon-fish, etc. As in the West, . Chinese 
alchemy, astrology; ·geomancy, mythology and folk-tradition, medicine, etc., are 
welded more into a -complete unified body:of knowledge (shall we say technology?) 
the farther back into history and prehistory you.go. But unlike the West, China 
maintained the continuity against dissolution nf the 11<rld ways" fo� much longer. 
For this reason alone, we need to know more about their ancient technology if 
only to construct a dialectic. 

The danger of having so few sources of information is the chance that these 
sources might be wrong or biased, or even lack the specific information the 
researcher needs.. We have recently seen the welcome reprint of Eitel's "Feng 
Shui" (here ·third printing) ,  one of the few works to deal specifically with 
feng-shui. ·Ei tel was from the London Missionary Soc·iety and·· it must be remembered 
that the missionary's job, as· anywhere else, was to propagate a belief in 



7., 
Christianity_. In China, in the 1800s, then�ssionaries formd much resistance 

from the .most sophi�ticated religions and high�y advanced philosophies· than any 
they hitherto encormtered. The Ch�ch made.!lo bones about ��s approach and advoc­
ated in some cases quite beligerent tactics to rmdermine the nsilly superstitions11 
of the Chinese people. ''The .choice of s·ites 'for-churches and missions was object­
ionable (to the .Chinese), often contravening the rules of eeng-sh�, which the 
missionaries natw-ally con�idered as part of "pagan superstition" and were only. 

too glad to defy." · · . · 

Ley hrmters will .be quick to acknowledge the efficacy (tho'Ugh not efficiency) (1f 
this -method,, since .it was to a.· large exten£ applied when the Church began its 
_assault on the faii;;h indigenous· to these isles. of ours.Eitel, it appears, was 
under this s.ort of injunction-- but hi� desires as a scholar softened. it in-. . many 

ways. "Powerful as feng-shui.is, it is by no means an insuperablebarrier.tothe 
intrqduction of f·oreign civilisations_, '' he,·w:c::ote. The Chw-ch,. and the variou.S for­
eign governments, definitely�aw it aS· a "barrie�" to each's form of-exploitation, 

thG?,ugh to be sure, they were perplexed by it. '.'T�e. whole system of feng-shui may 
cqnt�in a bushel of wisdom, but it .. scarcely contains a handful of conmon sense.u 

- ·· .. Eit�l based ·his refutation-on the laughable lack of c>bjectivity c�nd bcisio prin-
-· · ciples 0f science and experime'nt. "We may smile at the rms cientific, r·udimentary 

character 'of Chinese physiology; we Ir).ay point out that every branch of science
. 

in 
Ch�na is but a 'groping after truths with which every schoolboy in Europe ·;

is fam­
iliar.�  • • " ·But to· be· fair, though this' could be said to be a representative 

attitude of the British in China at that time, Eitel, and a precio·us few athers 
hctd 'their. doubts: ''Yet I s·�y, ·would God, that our own men of science had preser­

ved i!1 their observatories, �aboratories, and lecture-rooms that same childlike · 
r_everence for the living pow�rs of nature • . • •  

11 

In .'�o way do I mean to denigrate the s c.holarship df Ei tel, but wish it to be · 

.b0rne in mind that with regard to his ((and another r.::issionary, Edkins)) spec­
.u2.a·cion� and comments, a hatchet-job was being carried out c·f feng-shui. Their 
bias blinded them to the consequenceso The Chinese do not take kindly to insults • 
. In �875-, Ei tel ·ha cl. acknowledged that, ''Feng-shui is • • • • so engrafted upon 
Chinese $OCial life, it has ·become so firmly intertwined with every possible event 
cf domel3tic life .• • •  that it. cannot be uprooted without a complete overthrow and 

consequent -:reorganisation of a;ll social forms and habits. 11 And again, in his 
. first chapter mentions the b'eheadi.ng of' the Governor of Mac.ao by locals, for 
building roads with disregard for feng-shuift 

PAUL· SCR'EETON writes: The I.G .• R. has provided a further · tw·o interesting .. reprints 
in· its occasional papers series. The.one on Chinese house feng-shui.dates from a 
1.904 article and indicates .. both the Western ·writer's beiJusenent 

.. at ·local custom 
but also a fair and detail�d comiJentary . Details of how and when a home should be 
bui�t are' given· ahd' having jus·t had a dining-room extension approved, I would say 
the machinations of Hartlepool Borough Council planning department make the Chin­
ese yingyang �ienseng g�oman'cer'll task seem simple by conparison.' There is the. SaiJe 
ensJavement to detail which in the �Vestern pl?nner of today is 

.
obtuse and to the 

feng-shui practitioner a matter of harmonising· wind and water breath aspects 
rather th.�n bother�ome· building_ .regul�tions. However� at .the completio� of the 
Chine$e house there is a ritual g�ven by the owner which equates to the topping 
out ceremony today held to. commemorate builders completing o. public house·ap.d.both 

share a house-war�ing party,. A most interesting A4 pamphlet • • • . •  As is. the A4 
pamphlet -- slightly longer -- of Hutson1s article describing· a largely natural 
water system and the· rites associated -with'it. After its· bed hb.d been cleaned 

cb:ildren built s tone· castles t o be washed away as the water was ·returned and· 
health was believed·tb follow if stones were thrown in -- and who among us· does not 
enjoy tossing stones in rivers? When Hutson vvrote this (in �905) the irrigation o 
system was. one of the nation's great works and one which had lasted a long time and 
was still 'in a reasonable. state of repair.·' . . 

" ·  · · · "  • 

• 

· 'lJo.in-,:publicnti)·-: · 'Ofc the IoG.R. ·is '11J01J.H.NA1· OF G�OMtllH:;Y'.1• l�cnbership is· 
£��-'175 -::.nd tncluoos. four copies of the j'1urnal and any. O.P�s pu.bd. during the'··; 
currency of the. sub • ·vol..4, Nb. 5 has material on leys, puddingstc>ne ·track, 

swastika,-·dragonlore and terrestrial zodiacs (inc. Llansanhan),- plus much mor e . 
• • • • • • • • • o • • • o • • e. • o • • •  
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1 1 THE PHILADELPHIA· EX.PERIMENT"'1 � CHARLES BERLT TZ and. WILLIAM �OBRE 
(Souvenir Press, £4-95) · ·· ·· 

' 1  THE. UFO GU]])EBOOK11 � NORMAN ;G_ BRIAZACK and S IMON MENNICK (New 
English Library , £4-95) 

For more than two _ decades rumours have persisted that a ·United · States 
Nayy experiemnt in �943 succeeded in producing a powerful force which 
resulted in a warship ' s  disappearance from Philadelphia naval yard to 
Newport and back again in a mat ter of _ seconds , and that this ''Philadel­
phia Experiaent11 got out of control with bizarre effects to its crew , 

Teacher of English , writer and researcher Bill� Un o;ce began , an attem­
pt to explode the myth , and in collabm�·;.1tio:;.1 with Charles 1 1Bermuda 
Triangle1 1  Berlitz has created a best- seller and a t ook the pair believe 
substantia tes the legend ( though the publishers are more cautious in 

· ·th-eir' rider at the beginning) . �J The alrtlb.ors accept that. the whole business could be entirely myth 
and admit willingly ufology has its qwn " folklore'1 o Much of the com­
ponents appear in this book : mysterious dosappearance , ray nr field 
· e-ffect,� people silenced,_ coz:1s'piracies , suppressed · invention, three 
strangers arriving in a car and so ono  Too few names are'' given and · 

)lOW did they track down "Franliliin Reno/Reinhart? -- in fact , it :fs also remimscent 
of Carlos Castaneda ' s  work but without the allegory . 

.. 
It reads like a who dunn:i t in a }f.umourles s ( only the 1 1  $-S tral _B . 0  . -' 1 refe.rence · 

amused me) way · and though there are .,.. various ' ' authentic" names and material I finis­
hed it with many res ervat�ons . Yn u ' ll have t� make up yolir own mind . 

Another two collaboratrrs, Briaza ck and Mennick have chos en to give ufology its 
own encyclopaedia , covering the field from abductee tJ zoology . Very much an 
Am 3;r_ican. work ,  it neglects references to orthotenj..ry ( Jacques V�llee I s  important 
theory of U FOs followi_ng straight pa ths) , leys ( the · clignments of ancient sites 

· closely connected now with ufolore) , Warmins ter ( r.Ehe U . K mecca) , ·  its Arthur 
Shuttlewood, etc . Nevertheless other individuals have po tted bmographies , such as 
K�nnE:rth Arnold , George· ·'Adiamski and even S pringheel Jack ; poss ible ufo locations 
·in space are well c�vered , as are mysterious sites which have been attributed 
ancient astronaut connections ; plus astronomical data such as black holes , . 
J"upiter's -Great Red· Spot , etc . ; plus borderline phenomena ;:; uch as Bigfoot , Mothman , 
Magonia and hypnotism . 

-. . · · 

-
� . .-::· 

. Howe.ver, it fills . a_ useful gap as a reasonably full .collati_on of t:te . language and 
terminology. �f ufology generated by those attempting to - uriders·tand .the fiel4 .and 
includes terms adop�ed or adapted from scientific disciplines . in an ntteJ;llp t  to ' 
c.larify concep ts . ·The introduction basically puts the history . of �ufology and the­
oris.ing into a broad perspective . In simple entries , the authors- deal. with �erms 
from many disciplines as they touch upon ufology only o Interestingly the writers 
have filled the va cuum of where a word gap appeared by their carefully. creating 
their own neologisms. With more than 400 entries this will prove a useful work to 
nny researcher and in a.ddi tion to acting as a reference work wi 11 last for many 
years and it is good that one is able to d1p into it a t  will • . 

By giving iriforraation across the �vhole spectrum of ufology a nd with no axe to 
grind, this d�}-iberately unsensa tional c·ompendium will win s uppo�t for its· balanced 
look at the UFO scene and its points cf c<"ntact ·with a· great number of topics , 
belief's and sciences. They conclude U FOs are very real and .hope · no dC'ubt their work 
will change sceptics r minds . S o  despite my own reser vations it is my opinion tha t 

··· UF Os seem in some - cas!3S to be an " ac tuality11 ; the source: ; . identity, purp0.se_ and 
·material of which , ·however , remains a mystery. 

MUFOB. Informal journal devoted to ufology ·and rela ted subjects publis.hed indep­
endently by the' editors . S ub available at £1-75 ; , cheques etc o , made nut to� John 
Rimmer , 64 Alric A venue , New Malden ,. Surrey , KT·3 4JVf. From next issue to be called 
Magonia. No . 14 . Two. of the -- editorial panel r-eview Jacques Vallee ' s  ' 'Me.sse.ngers [,f' 
Deception" ; Allen H. G:reenfield review·s the U . S  o U FO scene and his· involvement 



since the Sixties ; Dirk van Der Werff ( a  photographer and not reporter as s ta�d 
here ·-- we-:� work- ·ror· · the ·s aine- newspaper}. . . on .a South · S.hie_lds case ; . and Peter 

Rogerson gives an abduction syndrom·e in ·· Hai'tian· fol-klore . It ais()  has Rogersen ' s 
c�ntinuing Intcant recot�ing of Type I UFO cases  plus letter , reviews and notes •. 

BUFORA JOURNAL . Magazine of th� 13�-it�-�-h :u�iaentir:L�a Flying Ob jects Res earch 
As sociation, whose  application information forms can be �btained from Miss B�tty 
tfood., 6 Cairn Avepue , London: W5 . Membership is £5 • .-six is sues · a year with every 

· third '"'ne produc�d being by the research · s.ect�on iri A4 Format . Vol . 8, No . 3 .. 
A5 profes·s ionally pr�ntP-d: Repnrt -- Eb .. '"tr 3. l section covers high s trangene s s  cases 
in some depth and a cqp:flle of· .Taunton clOse· encounters are· filos t  interes ting , 
particularly for their MIB nnd se:Xual content . Valerie . ·Martin c0llates a round-up 
0f repor-t;s frorii - riewspapers , there are s ighting . sumr.mries ,  readers ' letters , and 
s.pecial Scottish selectiori�· : V.ol . 8� No e 4 o  Special · aspects are Rooky \'food ' s  

· London lecture and New Zealant -UFO filn; interes ting contact wit:Q.; Pluto? case ; . 
Kenyan landing ; plus usual features minus reports fr.om the Pres � :f� · :The res earch 
magazine is  called JOURNAL OF TRANSIENT AERIAL PHENOMENA. .  Vo1 .1t N0 . 1.  Editorial 
introduction by Anthony Pace ; Charles F .  Lc ckwood on terminology clarification; 

· · Peter A .  Hill on data collect�9n and s tatis tical an:alysi:s·; -- Robert Digby and Steve 
Gamble .{)n UFO events w�ere indirect  phys ical evidence s eeos ·· to be present ; Tony 
Pace on. the- Pembrokeshire 1977 flap with ·major · happenings listing·1 and illus trat­
ions ; Dr J'<Dachim Kuettner on UFO research c·ommi ttee make .. up ; and mirage phenomena 
explained by John Arrni tage • .  

· · · · 

NORTHERN UFO NEViS .  Monthly newsletter of the Northern _UF6 :N.etwork ( NUFON) pub­
lished in a monthly series . with NORTHERN UFOLOGYo 1980 s ub .  is £3-60 from NUFON, 
25 Sunningdale Brive, Irlam, Sa1ford, M50 6NJ . No . 64 . Edit·or Jenny _ Ra.J.ldles comm­
ents on the _ s tructure of. NUFON and rumours o£: another rietw,rk bein.g developed in 
comparative s ecrecy.  There is a news review ; ckecklis t of UeK.  UFO - mags- ; - brief 
reviews

. 
of new books ; William Hayes proposes  a s trange�es s ratings as ses s�ent · 

nys tem ; cas�s of · low and medium _definition activity - and multi-witnes s  phenomena 
at Lei.cest�r . No . 65 . Editorial on circular $ ent .out by FUFOR · and MAPIT j ointly 
(who had left NUFON) plus · piece on future of NUFON. Various contrihutors form a 
symposicin by giving their opinions on· _what ufologis ts should do about r'es e·arch ; 
plus · s ighting : cnt3es  and reviews . No . 66 o EditcYial has �ea�6ns for Jenny Randles ' s  
resignation as NUFON s ecretary and includes endorsement of Jrhh Rimner ' s  UFO 
INSIGHT article ( s ee below) . Usual news and activity report_s -� including luminous 
entities in Staffordsh�re . 

· 

UFO INSIGHT . Magazine of Federation U .F . O . Res-earch . S ix is sues £1-30: by cro::> sed 
cheque 0r P. O .  made cut to Federation U.F . O . Res earch, 27.7B Wes t  S treet ,  .Crewe, 
Ches-hire , CW� 5HU . ·  No 9 3 o  Excellent analysis by John RililDer of the perils , pomp­
bsities , banalities and bizarre W<'rld of ufo s ocietie� which _appeared frignten­
ingly accurate from rriy encounters with such groups and .s otne · p'ers on'aiitie's ·; · Tim 
Childe�house on .. s atellites !lnd space ; David 1 .  Rees ori an interes ting CE3K in · 
Stockport ; David Sydeserff' . on S cottish UFO cas es. ;  Nor�n Oldht;i� on .May-July . as tronomical events ( pity i.t was s o  out of date ) ; S .R .  Cl�aver. on inves tigation 
eq�pment . , . 

SKYVIATCH. Journ�l of Manches ter Aerial Phenomena Inves tigation . Team . �rom 92 
Hillcres t Road, Offer ton, S tockport , Cheshire , SK2 5SE.Articles on cultis ts , 

"· _ . ..... v 

ethics of inves tigation ( oommons ensical but I would not emree 100%) and Jenny 
Randles · an·d Bernard Delair on coincidences ; plus good general n"'lW:;> s ection; an 
uneyen reviews s ec tinn, including claim that Raymond Drake Eoliowed yon . Daniken, 
w:Pereas the Swis s t' fa·ction11 • writer pillaged the S underl-and Cus toms chief ·; pie·nty of 
ove�s eas s ightings . 

· 

UFr . RESEARCH REVIEVl. Official c·rgan of the North UFO Inves tigation Seciety, . 
443 Meadow Lana , Nottingham, NG2 3GB . Membership £2 . Vol . 5 ,  N0 . � . - The �biquit­
ous Miss  Randles reviews the BUFDRA · congres s ; . there is an interes ti11g r�·ply from 
an airline nilot · e.dducing a possible UFO as Jupi�er ; official inte�es t  in UFO 
reports by pilots and air contrf"l s taff ; plus sighting �epr;rts . . . . . . . ' 

·\ • • • . . . • Just . published in paperback is 1 1 UFO MAGI.C IN . MOTION" ; oy Ar.thur 
Shuttlewnod, ·from Spnere (£�-1.0 ) ,  which l·C?oks a most' interesting t:tddi ticn .to 
ufological literature from a quick skio of the contents . 

-
e e o • • • • • • • • o • • • • • • 
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"THE QUEST FOR GAIA11 J?x. KIT PEDLER 
(S ouvenir Pres s ,  £5-50J 

"THE SIX O ' CLOCK BUS " by MOIRA TIMMS 
(Turns tone Press-;-£3-50) · 

10 

Today ' s  warlocks cas t their evil 
influence from the boardrooms of . mul ti­
national corp�rations and at 'their beck 
and call are their minions in the petro­
chemical and e qually noxious· and obnoxious 
indus tries . Any s ensible s pecta to�of 'the 

·'  
world ' s  corporate lunacy could be · ·e xcused 

for thinking that beyond.· this  irrational and malevolent behav·iour lies some 
s purious Lords of Chaos · directing plans · des igned . to wipe out hlliJanitY and its 
long-s uffering guardian go.ddes s .. 

· 

That goddess  being Gaia , but the ques.t for her is no savagery, s ex, s adism_, 
· sw.ord� and · s orecery s cenario . In re jecting ind� trial s ociety and its artifacts , 
Kit . Pedler asks us to rlake the effort to evolve an expande\1, cons ciousne$ s which 
·would include embracing Gaia in harmony . Gaia being one of the nam�s given to the 
earth oother , enc.ompas sing all aspects of the earth s pirit and .its .web of life . 
forming one entity. 

Readers of this oagazine will recogni�e no doubt Gaia as the s ub ject of all 
earth mys teries ( E . M . ) s tudies , with leys as her nervous sys tem and ley points 
and s acred centre� as pores · or chakras , either on a physical or etheric level . 
Generally . the ·E � M . fra ternity hold s trong views on pollution and ecological 
is s ues , but like t�e res t of the _ herd do little pos itive about it . Kit 'Pedler,  
however , decided tha t he  mus t eras e his �b j ec tionable lifes tyle,  and this book is  
bas e d  upon the changes he  made as well as the reas ons . 

In an angry, no holds barred introduction he cas tigates capitalism and communism, 
the ideologis ts of left and right , and proposes Gaianism as a logical basis for 
pers onal e q�ality and Gaian technology as appropriate for the future . To  pres s his 
points home he rais es the chillingly emotive word '' cancer11 to des cribe our 
behaviour towards the body we live upon. 

Pedler approves wholeheartedly of " natural philos ophers" and determines that 
thos e  of a like mind to his are " a t  present a s cattered and motley band'' and pleads 
for the formation of a more generally agreed dis cipline . I believe this will emerge 
once the likes of E. M o s eekers , AT freaks , and s uch, s top finding fault with one 
another and come together . 

The book is in three s ections and the firs t analyses Gaia as an entity and dis­
cus s es ecology as  the one s cientific means of  coming to  terms with Gaia . I believe 
that equally the problem can be approached from the interdis ciplinary inforoation 
network created by those  researching into various s tudies covered by E . M . , which 
would prove pos s ibly even more fruitful as the ma j ority of s uch pers ons have not 
been attr� cted to that dis cipline , ecology, already s omething of a . darling 
of the liberal es tablishment and radical trendies .  Gaia does n ' t need their new 
bureaucracies or pretty metallic "S·ave The Whale" badges . We mus t learn that the 
catas trophes of nature are not irrational but afford Gaia its s tability. 

The second part covers much territory which I have diges ted  quite fully from 
thorough reading o£ s uch maga zines as " Undercurrents ' ' , but which I endors e heartily 
and hope the buyers of this book will cons ider s eriously. It considers personal 
changes the individual can make to break the umbilical cord from induatrial society� 
It is s timulating material and challenging for those s ensible and brave enough to 
follow � The entropy damage and cos ts of the cons umer s ociety are s hown to be s.tag­
gering Q Pedler lashes angrily at  the manufacturers and purchas ers of s upermarket 
foods and drinks , washing machines , deep free zes , ways of cooking , keeping waro, 
shelter choice , s uffering caus ed to animals , and the behaviour of the whole area 
of health � 

The third part is a blis tering dis se ction of the cybernarchy, who s eem to be our 
real rulers , with the political parties merely puppets , and gives ideas for an 
ideal new s cience and sums up his thoughts . 



Pedler is a do.c tor of raedicine and well qualified to c.om.ment on his topic . 
With Gerry · Davis- he cre·atea/and··· wro te . the " D oomwa tch" TV s erie s and ha s written 
three S .F .  novels o"n s uch theme s . 

RAPE" · OF :GAI.A�·· CAN DAMAGE · YOuR HEA-LTH . YOU HAVE BEEN w·.ARNED . 
And s o  to Moira Tirams , a Kentishwoman or Woman · of Kent , who currently l e c tures 

on health arid healing plus c omirig change and who· now. lives in - - you ' ve gues s e d  -­
California . Her thes i s  s e ts · out - to s c0 re the living- daylights out of the vibra ting 
old la dies of s pa towns amd promi·s·e s· redemption i!f tl: once and future golden age . 

Eer "book is s ub titled "A Guide to ) Armageddon and the New Age" and draws upon 
mille�al doubts and as piration� for impetus , leavening the s;nthes i s  with s traight­
forward geological concep ts , B ermuda· Triangle , S piritual S un ,  Velikovs ky ,  Great 
Pyramid, Hopi Indians , organic gar den:Lng, e -t c . , -to Juptier Eff e c t  with its s uppos e d  
s erablance t o  a co s mic fruit ma chine . j ackpo.t Iirie . whos e  pri ze will b e  chaos , e t  al . 
I pre s ume all rea ders of this maga zine will ·share varying s e c tors of " New Age'' and 
" al terna tive' 1  thought and find much here to agree with . I c er tainly endors e the 
fears of · e�vin onmentali s ts for the well-being of our . plane t a nd would . b e reluctant 
to potir· s corn on the as trological predic tions or any · o ther form of prophecy_. Par t  4 ,  
Emergency S tops , c overs much the same ground as Pedler with , minimal cll.fferenc � or 
dis agreement , but Pedler takes · a more . prac tical view · . of the worild while Moira _ T'imms 
calls for tho s e · who wish · to under s tand �hange.s to achieve New Age cons cious nes s and 
the b o ok clo s e s  with Lig��·''· ' and L ove . 

· 

However , the allegory of the dream bus - of the t itle s eems clumsy a�d forced des pi te 
an explanatory d.rean . The b o ok ' s publis her o nc e  offended n� �y s ugge� ting ·the con-
tent s of my '' Quicks ilver Heritage11 s eeme d . like a s eries of s tudy .. notes s trung ., 
together . Perhaps he might· wela contemplate this work in s uch. a _ light • .  
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